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BOOK NOTES 


choanalytic and theological understanding (for ex- 
ample, the ambivalent attitude Christians have to- 
ward the Jews because Christ was a Jew), but the 
subject is then dropped, and the rest of the study is 
unrelated to the opening section.—A. Roy EckarptT. 


LauTerBACH, JAcos Z. Rabbinic Essays. Cincinnati: 
Hebrew Union College Press, 1951. 570+xvi 
pages. $5.00. 


These essays, representative of some of the most 
thorough modern scholarship in the rabbinic field, 
are the work of the late Professor Jacob Zalle] Lau- 
terbach of Hebrew Union College, now combined 
with the Jewish Institute of Religion. The volume 
takes the form of a tribute to Dr. Lauterbach by the 
alumni association of the joint schools which made 
possible its publication. 

Six of the essays had appeared in print previous- 
ly, but they have been extended by the insertion of a 
number of notes which had been made by the author 
on the margins of his copies. This task of editing was 
done by R whi Solomon B. Freehof. Included in this 
group are the papers, ‘The Sadducees and Phari- 
sees’’ (1913), “A Significant Controversy between 
the Sadducees and the Pharisees’? (1927), ‘‘The 
Pharisees and Their Teachings’ (1929), ‘‘Midrash 
and Mishnah”’ (1915), ‘‘The Ethics of the Halakah’”’ 
(1913), and ‘‘Tashlik’’ (1936). 

Two essays which had been found in manuscript 
among Dr. Lauterbach’s effects have been printed 
for the first time after considerable editing by three 
of his closest, devoted disciples: Rabbi Freehof, who 
was previously mentioned; Rabbi Bernard J. Bam- 
berger; and Rabbi Lou H. Silberman. These essays 
are entitled ‘‘The Sabbath in Jewish Ritual and 
Folklore’ and ‘‘Jesus in the Talmud.”’ 

All the writings reveal the broad sweep of learn- 
ing of one of Israel’s greatest talmudic scholars of our 
generation. They demonstrate not only his sound 
training received in his native Galica in the old tra- 
ditional lore of his people but the expertness which 
he acquired at German universities in the critical 
historical and textual studies. However, Dr. Lauter- 
bach was never content with merely the establish- 
ment of correct texts, a tendency so characteristic of 
modern study of classic writings. He was always 
eager to move on from textual work in his talmudic 
studies to an interpretation of history, including the 
history of the Talmud itself, the history of the 
Scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees. Moreover, we 
find that his writings show that in his later years he 
shifted from an emphasis on history and philosophy 
to the exposition of the social psychology to be found 
in the Talmud, in its observances and folklore. 

As Dr. Freehof tells us in the note of appreciation 
written for the Rabbinic Essays, his teacher was for- 
tunate enough to witness the effects of his writings in 
one significant area of human relations. ‘‘There can 
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be no question,’’ Dr. Freehof writes, ‘‘of the fact 
that the expanding movement toward cooperation 
between Jews and Christians in the English-speaking 
world would have been slower to develop had not 
recent scholarship broken down some of the preju- 
dice growing out of the New Testament denuncia- 
tion of our Pharisaic Judaism.’’ The essays in the 
Lauterbach volume on this subject bear witness to 
his great contributions made in that field. 

R. Travers Herford, who popularized the true 
appreciation of Pharisaism among Christian schol- 
ars, based his work largely on the researches of Dr. 
Lauterbach. Dr. Herford made public acknowledg- 
ment of that debt. 

The volume contains an exhaustive bibliography 
of Dr. Lauterbach’s writings covering the period 
from 1905 to 1942. Dr. Walter E. Rothman prepared 
this equally significant section of the Rabbinic Es- 
says.—MortTon M. BERMAN. 


Topp, James M. Prayers and Services for Christian 
Festivals. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1951. 
viii+ 182 pages. 

This delightful little book is divided, like all 
Gaul, into three parts. The first contains twenty- 
three sets of prayers (Scripture sentences, invoca- 
tic 1, adoration, confession, supplication, thanksgiv- 
ing, and intercession) for the major observances of 
the Christian year as well as for several days of the 
civil calendar. Well written, with good liturgical 
rhythm, the prayers are valuable and interesting 
combinations of the original and the familiar. 

The second (and most appealing) part has three 
brief orders for Holy Communion at early services on 
Christmas, Easter, and Whitsunday. Here no spe- 
cial effort is made to achieve originality. The forms 
are in the great Catholic tradition, yet are adequate- 
ly adapted to modern practice. I believe this to be 
the most successful and most useful section of the 
volume. 

Part III consists of fourteen experimental serv- 
ices for Christmas, Epiphany, Holy Week, Easter, 
Ascension, Whitsun, and Watch Night. Worthy of 
particular mention is the Good Friday office which 
employs the Reproaches. A serious defect, from a 
Reformed point of view, is the lack of provision for 
the sermon in this division of the book. The most 
practical feature is the restriction of congregational 
replies to a few familiar repetitions, for, except with- 
in Anglicanism, there seems to be no native Anglo- 
American Protestant facility for versicles and re- 
sponses. 

Todd was one of the four compilers of the very 
fine Book of Public Worship for British Congrega- 
tionalists. His own volume is intended as a com- 
panion to the earlier product and also as a presenta- 
tion of some experimental forms. I commend it very 
highly. —ALLEN CaBANISS. 
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